Appl. No. 10/099,777 

Amdt dated 12/13/2004 

Reply to Office Action of 09/15/2004 

IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please amend the two paragraphs that start on page 2, 
line 24 and end on page 3, line Ts§ as shown below. 

One particular time a file system is mounted is just 
before the file system is exported. To export a file 
system is to make the file system available for NFS clients 
to mount (i.e., to attach the branch to their own tree). 
When exporting a file system, the mount point as well as 
the name of the storage device containing the file system 
must be provided (i.e., £ke — name — ef — feke — branch — a«€l the 
location on the tree where the branch is to be attached as 
well as the location where the branch is stored must be 
provided) . If the file system is mounted, all the needed 
information is known; hence, the reason why file systems 
are mounted before they are exported. 

Nonetheless, — moot — Unix - based — servers — contain — a — groat 

number of file systems. Due to design limitations, — all the 

file — systems may not — be mounted — simultaneously. Hcnco, — a 

iefc — &€ — those — servers — adopt — a — policy — e£ — mounting — file 

systems when they a^e needed attd e# dismounting &¥■ 

unmounting — thorn — unless — they — a^e — used — within — a — pro - dof inod 
amount — e# — time. As mentioned before, most Unix-based 
servers mount some file systems only when they are needed. 
But, if a mounted non-critical OS file system has not been 
used within a pre-defined amount of time, it will be 
unmounted. This allows for other file systems to be 
mounted if needed. As will be explained later, mounting 
file systems can be a relatively time-consuming and CPU- 
intensive endeavor. Thus, mounting file systems only for 
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most Unix-based systems, very little restrictions are 
placed on contents of extended attributes. Hence, any 
application program may attach an extended attribute to any 
object. The attached extended attribute may or may not 
have meaning outside of that application. 



as shown below. 

Thus, upon startup and after file system A (see fig. 
4) is mounted, the extended attribute associated with mount 
point dirl is checked to determine the names of the devices 
that which contain the file systems to be mounted at that 
mount point . Once this is determined, the file systems may 
be exported. 




Please amend the paragraph on page 15, lines 21 - 
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